
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Run to the Father 

A Study on the Parable of the Lost Son (Luke 15:11-32) 

At some point in our lives, each of us has run. What’s been the reason for us 

running? We’ve run into poor decisions, in poor directions, and away from 

poor emotional situations. We look for love, joy, forgiveness, grace, 

acceptance, mercy, peace, etc.. The list of what we’re running from, and what 

we are running to, can go on for quite a while! 

Through the parable of the Lost Son (Luke 15:11-32), we read about a young 

man running to his freedom only to hit “rock bottom” and run home, a father 

who runs out to welcome his son back home, and an older brother running to 

anger instead of joy & relief. This famous parable can help us understand why 

people run, where they want to run to, and how others run to get them back. 

We also see God’s heart in the three perspectives (prodigal son, father, and 

older brother) and can learn God’s role in the parable & in our lives: how we 

run to the Father, receive the Father’s love, and embrace the Father’s heart. 

Are you running from something or someone? Are you afraid of stopping to 

turn back? Don’t be! All you need to do is RUN – RUN to the Father! 



Lesson 3 – Embrace the Father’s Heart 

Have you ever missed out on 

something positive because of a bad 

attitude? Maybe your insensitive 

behavior spoiled a party, meeting, 

athletic competition, regular hangout, 

or something else? How did your 

inability to be polite & “happy” affect the people around you? How’d you feel 

after the fact? 

When we allow our selfish emotions to “take control,” chances are pretty high 

the result is something we look back at with disgust & shame. We all regret we 

couldn’t control our behavior. The more we focus on our own interests than 

on the interests of others, we pridefully prioritize our feelings & end up a real 

“buzz-kill,” or someone no one wants to be around. 

- Read James 4:6 

 * How has pride affected you or those around you? 

 * What does it mean to be a humble person? 

 * How did Christ show His humble attitude? 

Whether we’d like to admit it or not, pride has gotten into our lives through 

our own choices + behavior, or through someone else. It could have been as 

small as thinking “I’m better than THAT person,” or as bad as looking them 

straight in the eyes and telling them off! God is not OK with pride & us being 

prideful. In fact, in the passage we just read, God opposes the proud + gives 

grace to the humble. In the parable of the prodigal son, it’s easy to identify the 

older brother is struggling with pride in his heart. 



- Read Luke 15:25-32 

 * Can you relate to how the older brother felt? 

 * How did the father try to calm the older brother? 

 * Why do we feel angry & jealous when we “follow the rules” and someone 

else is rewarded for an act we think is senseless?  

 * Is pride causing you to miss out on what God has in store for you? 

The older brother struggled with deep resentment & pride. Look at his 

response and his reluctance to head into the celebration. PRIDE caused him to 

miss the Father’s heart. PRIDE was a barrier for him not accepting his younger 

brother back. PRIDE caused him to miss out. 

Jesus is sharing this parable among all people, including the Pharisees (the 

religious leaders of Israel during that time). He slyly identifies the Pharisees 

as the older brother because their pride was “blinding them” from the Father’s 

heart for His people. 

- Read Luke 6:36 

 * Why do we find it so hard to be compassionate, especially to those who 

aren’t compassionate towards us? 

 * How can we show compassion? 

We are called to have the same attitude 

as Christ towards others. The older 

brother in the parable thought he was 

more deserving than his younger 

brother, and so he isolated himself. He 

cared more about being right than in 

being in right relationship. 



It’s our responsibility as Christians to not look down on others in the midst of 

their failures. Rather, we need to embrace those who are in the middle of 

seeing God’s plan for their lives! When was a time in your life that you helped 

someone struggling? How did they change? 

As you reflect back on the lesson, maybe a moment or two came to mind when 

you acted too proud & looked down on the failure of others. It’s time to push 

our pride aside & receive others in love. Realizing times like these in your life 

is the first step to embracing the Father’s heart. Stop running. Admit your 

faults and mistakes. Don’t be ashamed – we all mess up. Come back to the 

Father. Your faithful community stands together, welcoming you back. 

 * Have you ever seen someone ruin the atmosphere of a group because of 

their bad attitude? 

 * Why do we sometimes struggle with thinking too highly of ourselves + 

lowly of others? How can we change that? 

 * Have you ever held resentment against someone because of their failures? 

 * How can you embrace the Father’s heart this week in your community? 

 


