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THE ROAD DAY 2 

From Doubt to Hope 

 
Today, we’re walking the road from Doubt to Hope. We will see how Jesus addresses 
the confusion and doubt the travelers carry with them. With this example, we can see 
how He addresses our own confusion and doubt. 
 
We’ll talk about that in a few minutes, but first you have the AMAZING opportunity to 
discover your inner artist.  
 
Take a few seconds to grab a blank sheet of paper & some kind of writing instrument. 
 
See the picture below? 
 

 
 
 

How confident are you that you can sketch a good representation of that snowman on 
your paper in 30 seconds? Actually, I’m going to give you 15 seconds to do your sketch. 
Ready – GO! 
 
1…2…3…4…5…6…7…8…9…10…11…12…13…14…15! 
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Great job! That wasn’t too hard, huh? Or was it??? 
 
What made this challenging? Nothing on that picture is really new. There’s nothing you 
haven’t seen before, but it certainly feels different if you’re rushed. 
  
What you just experienced is a lot like what our two travelers experienced on their walk 
along “The Road.” They had lots of information about Jesus. They knew lots of 
passages about the Messiah. They believed they knew everything about Jesus. 
However, they were operating on their time. They were rushed to a conclusion. They 
didn’t recognize Him. They didn’t see the big picture…  
  
The travelers on the road had doubts about Jesus, but didn’t realize the man walking 
the road with them was Jesus. Awkward! However, Jesus didn’t get angry. Instead, He 
took the opportunity to show them the big picture concerning Himself.  
 

Luke 24:25-27 (NIV) 

“He said to them, ‘You foolish people, and how slow to believe all that the prophets 

have spoken! Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter His glory?’ 

And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He explained to them what was said in 

all the Scriptures concerning himself.” 

- Why does Jesus say “You foolish people?” When He says this, what do you imagine 

His tone to be? (Maybe a parent, sibling, or friend saying “You goofball! You missed the 

point!”) 

- Why does Jesus go through this long Bible study with the travelers rather than simply 

say, “Hello! I’m Him! It’s me! I’m the Messiah!” 

- How do facts influence hope? 

Jesus is reframing the story of His life and death to these two people. He is filling in the 
gaps of their understanding by showing them the larger story. He is saying with great 
emphasis, “Look at me and pay attention. This is important stuff! Here’s who I really 
am.” 
 
 
We’re a lot like those two 
people walking the road to 
Emmaus. Most of us know a 
lot about Jesus, but you can 
know a lot about Him and still 
have doubts. You can know 
a lot about Him and still feel 
hopeless. 
  
Jesus did two things for 
those travelers - two things 
that helped settle their doubts and find hope for moving forward in life. 
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1) He connected the dots. He showed them the big picture about Himself. 
 
I wasn’t there, but I’ve got to believe that, among the scriptures Jesus recited, He 
shared one particular passage from the book of Isaiah. Except I’m guessing He may 
have changed it a bit…  

Isaiah 53:3-6 (NIV) 

“I was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering and familiar with pain. Like 

one from whom people hide their faces, I was despised and was held in low esteem. 

Surely I took up your pain and bore your suffering, yet you considered me punished by 

God, stricken by him and afflicted. But I was pierced for your transgressions, I was 

crushed for your iniquities. The punishment that brought you peace was on me, and by 

my wounds you are healed. You all, like sheep, have gone astray. Each of you has 

turned to your own way and the Lord has laid on me the iniquity of you all.” 

That’s connecting the dots. That’s letting the two travelers know who Jesus is and who 
they are. And that’s where relationship begins. That’s the second thing Jesus did for 
those travelers: 
 
2) He entered into relationship with them. A friendship. 
  
When you have a friendship with Jesus, your doubts become something for the two of 
you to talk about, not a wedge between you. Jesus didn’t beat the travelers up because 
they doubted Him. He drew close and let them know who He was: someone they could 
trust no matter what doubts they might have. 
  
That’s where hope comes from! It’s knowing that even if you don’t see the big picture 
yourself, you’re walking with someone who loves you and who does see the entire 
picture. You’re walking with Jesus. 
 
Like those travelers, you may have doubts about where your life is headed and how 
you’ll handle what’s waiting for you. Doubts about Jesus, about yourself, even about 
how you’ll get through this week. Jesus is saying, “Trust me. Focus on me. Bring your 
doubts and questions to me. It’s ok. I’m where you’ll find hope.” 
 
I’m going to ask you to do something simple and childlike: tell Jesus about your doubts, 
and then listen to what He might have to say to you about them. Give Him the chance to 
do with you what He did with the guys on the road: to engage with your doubts and help 
your faith take flight. All to give you hope. Jesus isn’t afraid of your doubts and 
questions. You don’t need to be afraid of them, either. 
 
Where do you see Jesus working on “your road?”  
  
We’ll end today with this verse. Read it through several times as you listen to Jesus. 
One thing is certain: Jesus is here - He wants to bring hope in the midst of your doubt. 
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Romans 15:13 (NIV) 
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may 

overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
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