
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Run to the Father 

A Study on the Parable of the Lost Son (Luke 15:11-32) 

At some point in our lives, each of us has run. What’s been the reason for us 

running? We’ve run into poor decisions, in poor directions, and away from 

poor emotional situations. We look for love, joy, forgiveness, grace, 

acceptance, mercy, peace, etc.. The list of what we’re running from, and what 

we are running to, can go on for quite a while! 

Through the parable of the Lost Son (Luke 15:11-32), we read about a young 

man running to his freedom only to hit “rock bottom” and run home, a father 

who runs out to welcome his son back home, and an older brother running to 

anger instead of joy & relief. This famous parable can help us understand why 

people run, where they want to run to, and how others run to get them back. 

We also see God’s heart in the three perspectives (prodigal son, father, and 

older brother) and can learn God’s role in the parable & in our lives: how we 

run to the Father, receive the Father’s love, and embrace the Father’s heart. 

Are you running from something or someone? Are you afraid of stopping to 

turn back? Don’t be! All you need to do is RUN – RUN to the Father! 



Lesson 2 – Receive the 

Father’s Love 

Have you ever missed out on 

something because you didn’t 

understand it? Were you 

caught up in “your own way” 

that you let an opportunity go by? For example – Lots of people have 

misconceptions about food, especially “icky and weird” dishes…like sushi! 

They think, “Raw fish?? No thanks!” In reality, it’s just because they have never 

tried it! Once they try sushi, many people love it! We miss out on so much 

simply because of incorrect views. We miss out because we hadn’t gotten 

close enough to experience the truth and facts. 

- Read I John 3:1 

 * Who are we in God’s eyes? 

 * Why is it that so many people struggle to see & understand God? 

The reality is pretty harsh: the majority of our world misses out on God simply 

because they do not know Him. They listen to & believe lies about God like: 

“God will never love or care about me,” “God is not real because of all the evil 

going on,” and “God isn’t in control – I am the only one in control of my life.” 

The more people accept these lies, the harder it is for them to experience God 

in their lives. 

We need to change their perspective! As children of God (as I John 3:1 says), 

we live out our faith in ways for others to see how different we are! The more 

love, joy, forgiveness, and selflessness we live out, people are going to notice. 

We as Christians can play a significant role in helping others see through the 



lies & experience the TRUTH about God. That’s what the father in the parable 

did! He helped to show his son the TRUTH about his love, and his role to play 

in their family. When we receive the Father’s love, the fears are silenced and 

the lies are torn apart. We experience the presence of God in all of its glory 

and splendor. 

- Read Luke 15:20-24 

 * Why was the father so quick in restoring his son’s possessions & position? 

 * The father covered his son with a robe, ring, and sandals. What does our 

Father cover us with? 

 * How do you think the son is feeling when he comes home and experiences 

all this? 

Our Father is running after us, ring in one hand & robe in another. He is ready 

and willing to restore us, even in our sinfulness. When we fully open ourselves 

to receiving God’s love, it turns our hearts away from seeking after worldly 

things & towards a desire for God’s acceptance and forgiveness. He gives us 

that unconditionally! 

- Read John 16:24 

 * Is Jesus really saying you will get anything you 

ask for, as long as you ask for it in His name? 

 * What will you ask God for in this moment? 

 * What is God promising us once we get what 

we ask for? 

Sometimes, we miss out on things because we 

didn’t have the boldness to ask for it. Other times, we don’t ask for the things 

that are available to us. This means we never receive them. Don’t make that 



same mistake again! Right now, receive God’s love by simply asking God to 

help you receive it. His love is unconditional, intimate, and never-ending. 

 * When was a time when you grew in your understanding of God because of a 

close experience with Him? 

 * What are fears and misconceptions of God you have struggled with before? 

 * What is standing in the way of you receiving God’s love fully? 

 * How can you ask God to pour out His love this week? How will you practice 

receiving it? 

 

 

 


