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Joseph is now out of slavery and is in an extremely important 

position: 2nd-in-command over all of Egypt! It sure seems that 

the messiness that existed before is all but a fading dream. 

However, even during life’s joyous moments, messiness exists. 

Open your Bible to Genesis chapter 41. Let’s “sit in” on this last 

part of Joseph’s life. Put yourself in his shoes: what is going on at 

this moment in his life? 

Today’s reading is long. Do not let the magnitude of covering 

several chapters get to you. Enjoy a “first-hand” look at how God 

concludes this wonderful story of a true Biblical leader, and how 

Joseph shows genuine faith. 

Don’t rush your time reading. Go slow. Grab a 

pen/pencil/highlighter. Underline, circle, and highlight words & 

phrases that stand out to you. Write thought or questions in the 

margins. Interact with Joseph’s story. 
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Remember: let Joseph’s tale teach you how to navigate through 

the messiness in your life. 

- Read Genesis 41:41 – 50:26 

- In your own words, summarize what has happened in our 

passage. 

- What messy situations are currently taking place in Joseph’s 

life? 

- What feelings do you think Joseph might have experienced 

during this part of his life? 

- How does Joseph respond to this messiness? 

- Where do you see God at work so far? 

- How is this a perfect 

representation of God using 

messiness + evil for His good? 

It’s pretty clear: Joseph’s life 

was full of messiness. Even 

with power, riches, talent, and 

recognition now on his side, 

messiness still occurred. Life is 

still far from perfect. 

He is overjoyed with seeing his family again, but what to do? 

Punish them & make them feel guilty? Forgive and love them? Do 

absolutely nothing? Thankfully Joseph chooses to forgive and love 

them. 

It’s also clear that God guided Joseph & was in control the entire 

time! What people intended for evil, God used for His good and 

glory. 

Look back at everything you read. Look back at how God used 

the messiness in Joseph’s life. See how God was navigating this 

man’s journey because He loved him. 



NOW – it’s time to focus on our story 

God will help us navigate our life’s messiness. Imagine an artist’s 

workshop with everything new in it except the painting supplies: 

used brushes, crusty paint buckets, torn canvas, and the ugliest 

colors to choose from. Still, God goes to work – and paints the 

most beautiful painting of all time! THIS is what God does with 

our messiness. 

Read Romans 8:28: 

“We know that God causes everything to work together for the 

good of those who love Him and are called according to His 

purpose for them.” 

Believers in Christ have hope & are promised that in life’s darkest 

moments, God is at work and will use evil for good. We don’t 

know how He does this, but He does! 

Take some time to close out 

our study in prayer: 

- Joseph had to forgive his 

brothers. Is there anyone in 

your life you need to forgive? 

- Pray to love those who have 

hurt you & made your life 

messy 

- Lift up your hurts & pains to 

God 

 


