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A Topsy Turvy World 

Theme: 

The last shall be first 

Object: 

None needed 

Scripture: 

Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, "If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the 
servant of all." Mark 9:35 (NIV) 

Have you ever heard someone say, "We live in a 'Topsy Turvy' world?" Do you know what that means? It means 
that everything is the opposite of what people think it should be. Everything is backward or upside down. It means 
that things are confused and disorganized because everything is happening in the wrong order. Here is a poem 
that I learned in school that might help you to understand it a little bit better. 

If Things Grew Down 
by Robert D. Hoeft 

If things grew down instead of up, 
A dog would grow into a pup. 

A cat would grow into a kitten, 
Your sweater would grow into a mitten. 

A cow would grow into a calf, 
A whole would grow into a half. 

Big would grow into something small, 
And small would grow into nothing at all! 

It would really be confusing if we lived in a world like that, wouldn't it? That must have been how the disciples felt 
one day when Jesus was trying to teach them a lesson about who was the greatest in the Kingdom of God. 

Jesus and his disciples were walking along the road when Jesus heard them arguing among themselves. When they 
arrived at the house where they were going, Jesus asked them, "What were you arguing about on the road?" The 
disciples didn't answer because they were embarrassed. You see, they had been arguing about which of them was 
the greatest. But they didn't have to say anything, because Jesus already knew. 

"So you want first place, do you?" Jesus said. "Then you must take the last place. If you want to be the greatest, 
then you must be a servant to all." Then Jesus called a small child over to him and put his arms around him. "If 
anyone welcomes a little child like this, he welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes my Father who 
sent me." 

The disciples must have thought, "What a Topsy Turvy world! If you want to be first, you have to go to the end of 
the line! If you want to be the greatest, you must become a servant! If you want to be important, you have to 
become like a little child!" 
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The teachings of Jesus are very different from the way most people think today. We live in a world where people 
want to be first. They want power and influence. They think that adults are more important than children, but in 
God's Kingdom, the children are just as important as anyone. Aren't you glad they are? 

Dear Father, we thank you for your love for children. Help us to remember as we grow older, that to be great in 
your sight, we must come to you as a child. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 

 Activities/Games to do: 

FIRST AND LAST BIBLE BOOKS GAME: 

• Divide the children into groups of any size. The teacher will give two books of the Bible and 
choose a group to answer which book comes FIRST and which book comes LAST in the Bible. 
Continue to play the game so each group will have a chance at answer (Examples: Matthew and 
Revelation; John and Jude, Genesis and Psalms.) 

BACKWARD RELAY: 

• Divide the children into teams. This relay will be easy as far as directions but everything will be 
run BACKWARDS. For example, the children can run to the line BACKWARDS and grab a hat and 
put it on BACKWARDS and run back to the team. The next player will run to the line and put on a 
t-shirt BACKWARDS, etc. There can be one item for each child to grab and put on backwards for 
the relay. Ask children what was backwards in our lesson today. 

"IF THINGS GREW DOWN" POEM: 

• Give children a typed copy or the poem from today's lesson. Have them glue the poem to a 
larger piece of paper and draw pictures of things that are upside down around the poem. Write 
the following paraphrase of today's Bible Verse at the bottom of the page below the poem. "THE 
FIRST MUST BE LAST AND THE SERVANT OF ALL!" MARK 9:35 

1st PLACE RIBBON: 

• Give the children a piece of construction paper in the shape of a ribbon. Let the children 
decorate their 1st Place Ribbon with heart stickers, and markers. Write MY HEART (draw a heart 
instead of the word) belongs to JESUS! 

 


